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Abstract: -

Vidarbha is the north-castern region of the state of Maharashira. Sifuated in the
central part of India. The Vidarbha region is known for its growing major crop of oranges
and cotton. Mandarin orange (Citrus reticulata) is most common among citrus fruits grown

in India, as well as Vidarbha.

It occupies nearly 40% of the total area under citrus

cultivation i India. Nagpur mandarin 1s one of the best mandarins in the world, as well as
Vidarbha. Production of this orange crop in the central and western parts of India is
increasing per year. Amravati and Nagpur are the major orange cultivators in Vidarbha. But
Changing weather conditions in Vidarbha affected orange cultivation in this region.

Keywords: - Orange Cultivation, Vidarbha

Introduction: -

Among the various regions of
Mgharashktra, the Vidarbha region 1=
located 1n the eastern part of the state of
Maharashtra. Vidarbha includes a total of
11 distnicts of Maharashtra. Vidarbha 1s
divided mto two administrative divisions
namely East Vidarbha and West
Vidarbha East Vidarbha has a total of aix
districts mcluding Nagpur, Wardha,
Bhandars, Gondia, Chandrapur,
Gadchiroly, etc.

West Vidarbha consists of five
districts namely Amravati, Yavatmal
Akola, Washim and DBuldhans, etc
Various crops are grown in different
districts of Vidarbha where black cotton-
nich zoil 13 found in West Vidarbha while
nice cultivatton 1is lmportant n East
Vidarbha.

Important crops grown In
Vidarbha are cotton, tur, soybean, nice,
sorghum, wheat, and orange. Nagpur in
East Vidarbhs and Amravati District in
West Vidarbha are the mamn orange-
producing districts in Vidarbha Orange
from Vidarbha 1= popularly known as
Nagpuni Orange’. The Orange region of
Vidarbha 1= mainly found in the lower
region of Satpura foothills. Nagpun

orange from Vidarbha 13 known as
mandarin. Which 1= famous for s
attractive sweet and sour taste. Orange 1=
a cash crop and horticultural crop m
Vidarbha and farmers get maxmum
financial benefit from 1t. Orangez from
Vidarbha are famous not only in India but
also 1n the world

Which 30 inches to 40 inches of
rainfall along with 15 degrees to 38-degree
centigrade temperature can ZIow oranges.
Since orange is a horticultural crop, it
requirez a large amount of urigation. The
orange crop 1= harvested twice a year
which 1z Iknmown az Ambiz blooming
(Bahar) and Mnig blooming (Bahar).
Objectives of the Study: -
1. To make a comparative study of the
area under orange crop 1 Vidarbha.
2. To identify the main orange-producing
districts of East Vidarbha and West
Vidarbha.
3. To study the effect of irmgation and
groundwater status on orange cultivation.
4. To dizcuss the statusofthemdusuyon
orange crops comsidenng the economuc
importance of orange farming.
Area of study: -

Vidarbha region 15 located in the
center of India and on the East aide of
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Maharashtra. Vidarkha 1z =zituated
between 192 05" to 21" 47" North latitude
and 753% 539 to 79° 11° East lattude. The
area covered by Vidarbha iz 97321 square
blometers amd 1t covers 316 %% of
percentage ares of IMaharashira
Vidarbha region shares itz boundary with
the state of Chhattisgarh towards the
east, Madhya Pradesh in the north,
Telangana in the south, and Aursngabad
and Mashik admimstrative donsion of
Maharashtra state in the west. Vidarbha
has been divided mto Amravati amd
Nagpur admimistrative divimons of
Maharazhtra.

Amravan admimistrative diviziom
1 the west side of Vidarbha regiom with
five districts Buldhara Akola, Washim
Yavatmal Tbesides Amravan district
Nagpur admimistrative division iz on the
East side of Vidarbha with 6 districts
Wardha, Bhandara, Gondia, Chandrapur,

ISSN - 2347-7075

and Gadckiroli besides Nagpur distmet,
Vidarbha represents 11 districts.
Study Methodology: -

In the present research article, the
research data related to the subject while
studying the geography of orange farming
in Vidarbha 1z baszed on the secomdary
data source amd 1t 1z taken from Dhstriet
Zoc1o and Ecomomic Survey - Dhstricts 1n
Vidarkha (2021). The bar graph is drawn
bazed on the data from Vidarbha.

Status of Orange crop in Vidarbha: -

A study of total net cultivated area
and area wnder orange crop 1n Vidarbha
revesls that two orange growing districts
are promment m Vidarbha, namely
Magpur in East Vidarkha and Amravatiin
Wezt Vidarbha In the entire Vidarbha
district, Amravatli seems to have the
largest area wumder oramge culdvaton
followed by Nagpur, Wardha, Buldkhana,
Yavatmal and Akols respectively.

Orange cultivation- 2021

Sr. District Total Orange Orange Irrigated
MNo. cultivated cultivated cultivated | land under
land (in land (in Land (%) | Orange
Hector) Hector) {Hector)
1 | Amravan T,61513 74,575 69.75 % 74575
2. | Nagpur 5,40 107 20,442 19.12% 20.316
3. | Wardha 3B9772.4 3671.37 342% 3335.39
4 Buldhansa Tol457 4011 375 % 4011
5. | Yavatmal 263707 1725 161 % 1725
6. | Akola 4 20037 1886 137 % 1535
7. | Washim 407058 630 (.61 % 659
g Chapdrapur | 47083421 7384 (.06 % 5863
£l Bhandara 189248 17 36.42 0.03 % 31.90
10. | Gondia 167267 12 0.01 % 01
11, | Gadchiroh 205892 30 463 0.004 % .00
Total Dhistriet 5158852 08 106,906.26 100 % 10825092

(Distnict Socio-Economic Survey — All Vidarbhka Thstmet -2021)

Area under orange cultivared land in Vidarbha -

TT.AR011 1686 1725 g50 73843642 12 463
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Accordimg to the 2021 data, 20442
kectares of farmland 15 under _orange cIop
m Nagpur district while 74,575 heetares of
farmland are under orange crop 1m
Amravati district. Amravatl district im
Vidarbha has the highest toral area of
G9.75% covered by orange crops. And
Amravati distriet 1= the first largest
producer of oranges m Vidarbha Afrer
that, MNagpur district occuples second
place with 19.12% ares. Warud taluks of
Amravari district alome haz more area
22492 Hector} than Nagpur distmet
(20442 Heetor) which is the second largest
producer of oranges in Vidarbha

Although oranges 1n Vidarbha are
known as MNagpur oramzes, the area of
Amaravan district 1z three times that of
Nagpur  district.  Warud,  Morshs,
Chandurbazar, amd  Achalpur are
mmportant orange-producing talukas in the
Amravati destrict while Eatol, Narkhed,
Ealmeshwar, and Savner are the main
oranse-producing talukss 1m the Nagpur
distrier.

Orange being a horticultural crop
reguires irrigation. Due to the impaet of
wrigation, the srousdwater level im
Warud, Morshi, Achalpur, and Chandur
Bazar of Amravan distriet and Narkhed,
Eatol, Ealmeshwar, and Saveer talukas of
Nagpur district 1= seen to have decreased
to & large extent.

Conclusion: -

1. Amravati district sppears to be the
main orange-produoins  distriet 1w the
whole of Vidarkha,

2. Warud taluka of Amravatl district im
the entire Vidarbha has the mammum
area under net cultivatton of the orange
Crop.

3. As the orange crop requires a large
amount of LTigation, 1t 15 seem that the
farmers have pumped the water from the
ground by bore wellz on & large scale. The
effect of which 15 that the admumistration
has banmned borewells im the Amravan
districr.

4. The imcreasing heat 15 affecting the
orange groves and the orange ares sesms
to be shrinking.

3. Due to the d.EIEhF day decreasing

groundwater level in the orange growing

Dy, Vijay Purushottam Gorde
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areas, lack of bmigatiom and lack of
processing industries based on the orange
crop, orange farmers 1n Vidarbha are seen
committing suimde on a large scale.
6. The project started by the Amravati
Food OGrower Indusmmial Co-operanve
Society 1n 1958 closed mm 1962 and WOGA
was established 1n 1972 after which the
orange juice processing industry started in
the Amravann district amd 1t also closed
down.
7. It 13 mecessary to =6t up an Orange
procesaing 1ndustry in the mamn orange-
producing talukas of Amravat or MNagpur
district to get the right price for the
orange farmers.
8 In the oramge-growing distmict of
Vidarbha, there 13 a need to bwld large
dams, and canals and provide la.tge scale
subzidies for drp irmgation in "i'E.'I.'J.ﬂ'IJ.E-
imgation famlities. Alomgz with this, it is
also necessary to provide loans at low-
interast rates to orange farmers.
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